Camp Gear List Ready for Anything
Since some of the best adventures happen in challenging conditions, being prepared for all kinds of weather is essential for a successful stay at Carey Park. To ensure your gear survives the "four seasons in one day" Auckland experience, we recommend that all items are clearly named before you arrive.
Below is the definitive, all-season gear list for your camp adventure. Adventure, Rain or Shine | The Definitive Gear List
	
🧳 The Essentials                        
	

	· Large Bag or Suitcase:
	To keep all your gear in one place.

	· Daypack:
	A smaller bag for carrying your water bottle and jacket during daily activities.

	· Sleeping Bag & Pillow:
	Essential for a good night's rest.

	· Extra Blanket:
	Even in summer, clear nights can get chilly.

	· Two Towels:
	One for the showers and one for water activities.

	· Drink Bottle:
	Staying hydrated is a must.

	· Torch & Spare Batteries: 
	Essential for night games and finding your way to the bathroom.

	
👕 Clothing (The Layering System)
	
Auckland weather changes fast. The secret to staying comfortable is layering. Avoid heavy denim if rain is forecast, as it stays cold and wet for a long time

	· T-shirts
	Enough for each day.

	· Underwear & Socks
	Enough for each day (plus two spares!).

	· Shorts & Trousers
	A mix of both for varying temperatures.

	· Warm Sweatshirt
	A fleece or wool jumper is best.

	· Thermals
	Top and bottom; these are lifesavers in winter.

	· Waterproof Jacket
	A "must-have" to keep the adventure going in the rain.

	· Swimwear (Togs)
	For water activities (one-piece recommended for girls).

	· Pyjamas (PJs) 
	For a cosy night in the bunkroom





	👟 Footwear                                 
	

	· Covered Shoes:
	Bring a sturdy pair that you don't mind getting wet or muddy during activities.

	· Sandals or Jandals:
	Perfect for the showers or relaxing during downtime.

	
🧼 Toiletries & Health                      
	

	· Daily Basics:
	Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, and a hairbrush.                                                                   

	· Face Cloth:
	Always handy.

	· Sun Protection:
	Sunblock and sunglasses, regardless of the season.

	· Sun Hat:
	Essential for outdoor safety.

	· Insect Repellent:
	To keep the West Auckland bugs at bay.

	· Personal Medication:
	Must be clearly labelled.

	
🎒 The "Wet & Dirty                                                   
	
Because we live by the motto "There is no such thing as bad weather, only unsuitable clothing," you will likely get a bit messy!

	· Plastic Bags:
	Bring several large, strong plastic bags to separate your dirty or wet clothes from your clean gear.






Winter and Summer top-ups
To ensure you are fully prepared for the Waitākere Ranges' unique microclimate, we have added these seasonal "top-ups" to your gear list. Whether you are bracing for a crisp winter morning or preparing for a classic Auckland summer, these extras will keep you comfortable.






	❄️ Winter Add-Ons (May – September)                               
	In the cooler months, the valley can stay damp and chilly. The key is to keep your core and extremities warm.

	· Beanie / Warm Hat:
	Essential for keeping heat in, especially during night games.

	· Gloves & Scarf:
	Small items that make a big difference during early morning activities.

	· Gumboots:
	Highly recommended. The campgrounds can get muddy, and gumboots keep your primary shoes dry for when you're indoors.

	· Hot Water Bottle:
	A camp classic for extra warmth in your bunk at night (please ensure it has a cover).

	· Thick Woollen Socks:
	At least 2–3 pairs specifically for warmth.

	· Extra Thermal Layers:                           
	We suggest bringing a second set of thermals, so you always have a dry pair to change into.

	☀️Summer Add-Ons (November - March)                        
	Summer at Carey Park is all about being outside and in the water. Sun safety is the priority under the New Zealand sun.

	· Extra Swimwear (Togs):
	You’ll likely be in and out of the water; having a dry spare is much more comfortable.

	· Extra Beach Towel:
	One for the shower and an extra one specifically for the river or water activities.

	· Rash Shirt:
	For added sun protection during water-based activities.

	· Wide-Brimmed Sun Hat:
	Provides better coverage for the face, ears, and neck than a standard cap.

	· High-SPF Sunscreen:
	While we provide some, having your own ensures you can reapply regularly.

	· Insect Repellent:
	The "Westie" mosquitoes and sandflies are most active in summer, especially near the bush and water.



	
	
	



💡Final Packing Reminder
No Denim or Cotton for Activities: When these fabrics get wet, they stay cold and heavy, which can lead to chills even in summer. Stick to wool, fleece, or synthetic "activewear" fabrics for any outdoor adventures.
Clearly Name Everything: Items often look identical when they are drying on a line or scattered in a bunkroom!

